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Press release 
 08/07/2020 

Charities will merge to accelerate a cure for brain 

tumours 
The Brain Tumour Charity and Meningioma UK are to merge in a drive to improve 

services and outcomes for everyone affected by a brain tumour 

Accelerated by the impact of COVID-19 which has seen demand for support services soar, the planned 

merger is the latest move towards consolidation in a sector historically populated with small charities, many 

of them founder-led.  

The Brain Tumour Charity – created in 2013 and now the largest charity in the field, with an annual income 

of around £12m – was itself born out of a merger between three organisations: the Samantha Dickson Brain 

Tumour Trust, the Joseph Foote Trust and Brain Tumour UK. 

Named as Charity of the Year at the Third Sector Awards in 2018 and recently one of the Best Charities to 

Work For, The Brain Tumour Charity funds research into all types of brain tumour, provides support to those 

affected and raises awareness of the signs, symptoms and impact of the disease in adults and children. 

Meningioma UK was founded in 1998 by Ella Pybus and Dr Caroline Rutgers, both of whom had been 

diagnosed with a meningioma – a type of tumour which develops in the meninges (the protective layer which 

surrounds the brain and spinal cord). 

The charity focused on offering support and information to people affected by a meningioma. 

Following Dr Caroline Rutgers’ death, Ella Pybus remained at the helm of Meningioma UK until the decision 

to merge with The Brain Tumour Charity. 

The resolution to merge has been signed by the Boards of Trustees at both charities and the merger will 

formally take effect in August.  

Ella Pybus said: “Our community was always at the heart of this decision. Together, with unified resource 

and vision, we will be able to support more of, and do more for, the thousands of families whose lives are 

shattered by a meningioma diagnosis.   

“This merger will build on the successes of the two charities and create a stronger, more powerful voice for 

change in the future.” 

Sarah Lindsell, chief executive of The Brain Tumour Charity, said: “This merger will bring together two 

charities with huge mutual respect and a passionate commitment to the communities they serve. 

“As more charities than ever face an uncertain future in the wake of the coronavirus outbreak, the need to 

unite in order to better serve our communities is clear.  

 

“Joining forces will enable us to work more effectively for everyone affected by a meningioma and to 

accelerate progress towards the cure that is needed so urgently for everyone whose life has been changed 

by a brain tumour diagnosis. 

“I hope this decision paves the way for further steps towards uniting more of the charities striving towards 

that vital goal.” 



 
 

 

 

 

 

© The Brain Tumour Charity 2018. Registered Charity in England and Wales (1150054) and Scotland (SC045081).                  Page 2 

 

The merger has been welcomed by leading figures in the brain tumour community. 

Professor Richard Gilbertson said: “This merger is extremely exciting news. Creating larger communities that 

work together to advance understanding and treatment of rare diseases is critical.  

 

“The merger will accelerate progress, without doubt; driving new research and improving clinical practice, 

allowing the voice of many, not a few, to be heard.”  

Meningiomas are the most common form of brain tumour in adults, accounting for around one in three of 

those diagnosed. The vast majority of meningiomas are low-grade (non-cancerous) but they can cause 

significant health problems and damage to quality of life. 

High-profile figures who have been diagnosed with a meningioma include supermodel Caprice Bourret and 

TV and radio presenter Nicki Chapman. 

Nicki said: “I’m a huge supporter of The Brain Tumour Charity for very personal reasons.  I was diagnosed 

with a benign meningioma in April 2019 and had an operation to remove as much of the tumour as possible 

a few weeks later. 

“I’m thrilled to hear that The Brain Tumour Charity will shortly merge with Meningioma UK to provide even 

more support, much needed research and the one thing we are all hoping for - a cure. 

“These two charities have done tremendous work over the years; coming together will enable them to help 

and support people like you, me, and our dearest friends and family, which we all know makes such a 

difference.” 

The Brain Tumour Charity is the UK’s largest dedicated brain tumour charity, committed to fighting brain 
tumours on all fronts.   

It funds pioneering research to increase survival and improve treatment options as well as raising awareness 
of the symptoms and effects of brain tumours to bring about earlier diagnosis.   

The Charity also provides support for everyone affected so that they can live as full a life as possible, with 
the best quality of life. 

 Find out more: https://www.thebraintumourcharity.org/ 

--Ends--  

For further information please contact: 

Piers Townley, Senior PR & Media Officer, The Brain Tumour Charity 

DD: 01252 749991 | Mob: 07990 828385 | piers.townley@thebraintumourcharity.org 

Notes to editors 
About The Brain Tumour Charity 

Registered Charity in England and Wales (1150054) and Scotland (SC045081) 

We are the Brain Tumour Charity and we understand that when you, or a loved one, is diagnosed with a 

brain tumour, a cure really can’t wait. Every day 32 people in the UK are diagnosed with a brain tumour, yet 

changes in survival rates have barely improved in 40 years compared with other cancers, investment in 

research is low and diagnosis is still taking much too long. That’s why we’re working faster and going further 

to beat brain tumours sooner. A cure can’t wait. 

Find out more at: thebraintumourcharity.org  

https://www.thebraintumourcharity.org/
http://www.thebraintumourcharity.org/
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Members of the Association of Medical Research Charities, The Information Standard, The Helplines 

Partnership and the Fundraising Standards Board 

  

Brain tumours – the facts 

 Brain tumours are the biggest cancer killer of children and adults under 40 

 Over 11,700 people are diagnosed each year with a primary brain tumour, including 500 children and 

young people – that’s 32 people every day 

 Over 5,000 people lose their lives to a brain tumour each year 

 Brain tumours reduce life expectancy by on average 20 years – the highest of any cancer 

 Just 19% of adults survive for five years after diagnosis 

 Brain tumours are the largest cause of preventable or treatable blindness in children. Childhood brain 

tumour survivors are 10 times more likely to suffer long term disability than well children. This accounts 

for 20,000 additional disabled life years for all the children who are diagnosed each year 

 Research offers the only real hope of dramatic improvements in the management and treatment of brain 

tumours. Over £500m is spent on cancer research in the UK every year, yet less than 2% is spent on 

brain tumours 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


